Problems in the supply of antidotes--a view from the pharmaceutical industry.
Antidotes are drugs and therefore subject to numerous legal requirements. Due to their indication they are usually needed in small quantities. This is to be considered in view of the efforts to comply with the regulatory affairs. The production capacity and the kept in stock quantities in the pharmaceutical industry for economical reasons can only be small. In cases of catastrophic large events large quantities of antidotes are needed within short time. In these cases only a national stockpiling program can secure the supply with the necessary medicaments for the citizens.